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How do they relate to industrial symbiosis? 



Sustainable Development Goals 

• Replacing the Millium Goals 
• Agenda 2030 
• Adopted at the UN Sustainable Development Summit, sept 2015 
• 17 goals, all in all 169 targets; 241 indicators 
• GRI, the World Business Council for Sustainable Development,  

and the Global Compact have developed Key Performance Indicators  
with which businesses can measure current performance & track  
future contributions  
 



• SDGs – operationalization of sustainable development 
• The aspects – economical, ecological, social – can  appear vague and abstract 
• SDGs have been critizied for being too many – and for not covering everything 
• Another critique is that they are not targetting systemic transformations 
• Acknowledged for establishing a common agenda/language –  

across sectorial and national boundaries 
 





Circular economy and the SDGs 

• Transformation to systems of sustainable consumption and production 
• As the SDGs are quite new, science is lagging behind 
• But there are a few studies published quite recently 

 
• Ex. Schroeder,  Anggraeni & Weber (2018), in Journal of Industrial Ecology 
• ” The Relevance of Circular Economy Practices to the Sustainable  

Development Goals 
• Convinced that there will be more in the coming years 

 
 



Schroeder,  Anggraeni & Weber (2018) 

• Most goals could be relevant, but the article emphasize  
• SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation),  
• SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy),  
• SDG 8 (DecentWork and Economic Growth),  
• SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production) 
• SDG 15 (Life on Land) 

 



Industrial symbiosis perspective 

• General – (Not FISSAC specific) 
• ”The social dimension of IS the need for companies to  

interact more extensively than required for ’normal’ business practices’” 
• What is regarded as ’The social’ in different contexts 

 
 

• Possible relevance also of  
• 16 (Peace, justice and strong institutions);  
• 17 (Partnerships for the goals) 
• IS – systemic, complex 
• Transparency, participation on all levels (communities, authorities) 

 
• Deliverable 1.6 in the project – IS indicators – can be seen as tools for 

 ’fine-tuning’ the system, while working with the SDGs (and their indicators )  
can be a way of interacting systemically with a broad coalition of stakeholders 
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